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SDG 15 LIFE ON LAND
FACTS AND FIGURES

Video-There is now a legal framework to fight
Biopiracy.(The exploitation of indigenous people’s

traditional resources and knowledge for commercial
gain and patenting). 

Every year, 13 million hectares of forests are lost. The persistent
degradation of drylands has also led to the desertification of 3.6
billion hectares, disproportionately affecting poor communities

About 33% of world soils are moderately to
highly degraded. 40% these degraded soils
are in Africa and other areas that are
afflicted by poverty and food insecurity.

Mountains provide 60-80% of all freshwater resources for our planet. At least half of the
world’s population depends on mountain ecosystem services to survive – for water, food and
clean energy. At least 600 mountain glaciers have disappeared completely over the past few

decades alone.

Wildlife populations have declined
by on average  69% in the past

50 years.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOFslNHD5OM
https://www.undp.org/sustainable-development-goals/life-on-land
https://www.undrr.org/understanding-disaster-risk/terminology/hips/en0005#:~:text=Soil%20degradation%20consists%20of%20biological,by%20poverty%20and%20food%20insecurity.
https://www.oneearth.org/why-mountains-matter/#:~:text=Mountains%20are%20the%20world's%20%E2%80%9Cwater,also%20food%20and%20clean%20energy.
https://www.oneearth.org/why-mountains-matter/#:~:text=Mountains%20are%20the%20world's%20%E2%80%9Cwater,also%20food%20and%20clean%20energy.
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2022/10/nature-loss-biodiversity-wwf/
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IRELAND
SDG 15 LIFE ON LAND

In Ireland, one in every

third species of bee is

threatened with

extinction.

 The Atlantic salmon, European eel and angel shark

have suffered catastrophic population declines, and

the freshwater pearl mussel, Ireland’s longest living

animal, is facing extinction
The government primarily funds 

the planting of non-native conifer

monocultures which cause soil

acidification, create excess sediment in

rivers, and are often devoid of wildlife.

These plantations also price small 

farmers off the land.

Data availability means monitoring of SDG

15  is somewhat limited, but is ranked in

13th place by Social Justice Ireland

https://biodiversityireland.ie/ipbes-irelands-biodiversity-crisis/#:~:text=Three%20of%20our%20iconic%20fish,arrival%20of%20the%20crayfish%20plague.
https://biodiversityireland.ie/ipbes-irelands-biodiversity-crisis/#:~:text=Three%20of%20our%20iconic%20fish,arrival%20of%20the%20crayfish%20plague.
https://biodiversityireland.ie/ipbes-irelands-biodiversity-crisis/#:~:text=Three%20of%20our%20iconic%20fish,arrival%20of%20the%20crayfish%20plague.
https://www.mossy.earth/projects/foraois-reforesting-ireland
https://www.mossy.earth/projects/foraois-reforesting-ireland
https://www.mossy.earth/projects/foraois-reforesting-ireland
https://www.socialjustice.ie/system/files/file-uploads/2024-02/Sustainable%20Progress%20Index%202024%20Body%20WEB%20Version_0.pdf
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SDG 15 ON LAND
GLOBALLY PODCAST:

A Human History of Forests and
Woodlands 

SIX FILMS ABOUT SOIL
REGENERATION

PODCAST: 
Vandana Shiva on

Cultivating Fearlessness 

LA VIA CAMPESINA FILM
DOCUMENTARY: 
Globalise Hope

https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/a-human-history-of-forests-and-woodlands-in-ireland/id363368392?i=1000554682487
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/a-human-history-of-forests-and-woodlands-in-ireland/id363368392?i=1000554682487
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/a-human-history-of-forests-and-woodlands-in-ireland/id363368392?i=1000554682487
https://soillearningcenter.com/6-must-watch-regenerative-documentaries-for-soil-lovers-globally/
https://www.campfire-stories.org/vandana-shiva-on-cultivating-fearlessness
https://www.campfire-stories.org/vandana-shiva-on-cultivating-fearlessness
https://www.campfire-stories.org/vandana-shiva-on-cultivating-fearlessness
https://tv.viacampesina.org/Globalize-Hope@lang=en
https://tv.viacampesina.org/Globalize-Hope@lang=en
https://tv.viacampesina.org/Globalize-Hope@lang=en
https://tv.viacampesina.org/Globalize-Hope@lang=en
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CLIMATE JUSTICE

EDUCATION IN PRACTICE-

CITY OF DUBLIN ETB

SDG 15 LIFE ON LAND
EMBEDDING GCE IN ACE

SDG 15 RESOURCES

 BIODIVERSITY ACTIONPLANS IRELAND

ALL IRELANDPOLLINATOR PLANRESOURCES

https://adulteducationcityofdublinetb.ie/climate-justice-education/
https://adulteducationcityofdublinetb.ie/climate-justice-education/
https://adulteducationcityofdublinetb.ie/climate-justice-education/
https://developmenteducation.ie/resources/sdgs/15-life-on-land/
https://actionforbiodiversity.ie/resources/
https://developmenteducation.ie/resources/sdgs/15-life-on-land/
https://actionforbiodiversity.ie/resources/
https://actionforbiodiversity.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
https://pollinators.ie/resources/
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SURPRISE CODE
SDG 15 LIFE ON LAND

https://www.treesforcommunities.ie/


This resource is funded by Irish Aid at the Department of Foreign Affairs. Irish Aid is the Government’s overseas development programme which
supports partners working in some of the world’s poorest countries. Irish Aid also supports global citizenship education in Ireland to encourage
learning and public engagement with global issues. The content of this communication represents the views of the author only and does not
necessarily represent or reflect DFA policy.


