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UN SDG 16
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16 Facts and Figures

Rising conflicts and violent organized crime persist around 
the world, causing  immense human suffering 

and  hampering sustainable development.

The number of forcibly displaced people reached an
unprecedented 120 million in May 2024

The number of women killed in conflict increased for the first time since 2015. 
In 2022, 2 in 10 civilians killed in conflicts were women; 1 in 10 were children. 

By 2023, 4 in 10 were women, and 3 in 10 were children. 
In 2023, 320 human

rights defenders,
journalists and trade

 unionists in 40
countries were killed,

Ireland on the UN Security Council
2021-2022 - Women, Peace and Security

matter

The Sustainable Development Goals  Report 2024
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An analysis of SDG16 shows that Ireland is a relatively safe society. There are
fewer deaths associated with homicide or assault and fewer perceived

occurrences of crime, violence, and vandalism. Ireland's overall score is seventh
relative to the EU14 countries.

Key Findings - Victims of Violence: 
75 per cent of people aged 18 years and over said they felt “very safe” or “fairly safe”

walking in their local area at night
This feeling of safety was considerably lower for females (64 per cent) than for males (87

per cent).

The highest rates of perceived discrimination in 2019 were reported by Persons
identifying as LGBTI+ (33.2 per cent); Persons from non-white ethnic backgrounds (33.1
per cent); Unemployed people (30.2 per cent); Non-Irish nationals (26.7 per cent) and

people with a disability (24.1 per cent). 
(Bennett et al., 2023) 

CSO
https://www.socialjustice.ie/system/file

s/file-uploads/2022-02/sustainable-
progress-index-2022-full-slides-for-

web.pdf)

Ireland’s engagement in conflict resolution and
peacebuilding is grounded in our own experience of
building peace and promoting reconciliation on the

island of Ireland.
Goal 16 | Department of Economic and Social Affairs (un.org)

Ireland takes a holistic and integrated approach. We
support conflict resolution and peacebuilding in our

political, development and humanitarian work. We do
this through the multilateral system, as well as through

ongoing bilateral and civil society engagement.
(IFM, 2023)
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A better understanding of the links
between environment and human

security is vital for effective
conflict prevention, post-conflict
reconstruction and promotion of
peaceful and inclusive societies. 

In the past 60 years, 40 per cent of
conflicts have been tied to natural
resources and these are twice as

likely to relapse into conflict within
the first five years.

(UNEP, 2024)
UNEP

SDG16 and the 
Environment Connection

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-16
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Peace and 
Stability

Peace and stability | Irish Aid | Ireland -
this is Ireland
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UNESCO GCE Video
Learning to live together
in peace through Global

Citizenship Education

UNESCO GCE Video
Learning to live together
in peace through Global

Citizenship Education

UN SDG 16
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal16 

SDG  16 Embedding GCE in ACE 

SDG Helpdesk
SDG16 Peace, Justice and

Strong Institutions | SDG Help
Desk (unescap.org)
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SDG 16
 Kindness 

SDG 16 
Resilience

Take Action
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This resource is funded by Irish Aid at the Department of Foreign Affairs. Irish Aid is the Government’s overseas development programme which supports partners working in some of the world’s
poorest countries. Irish Aid also supports global citizenship education in Ireland to encourage learning and public engagement with global issues. The content of this communication represents
the views of the author only and does not necessarily represent or reflect DFA policy.
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