
saolta.ed

UN SDG 4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4

https://www.instagram.com/saolta.ed/
https://x.com/SaoltaEd
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4


saolta.ed

UN SDG 4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4

Targets 
and 

Indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#t

argets_and_indicators

https://www.instagram.com/saolta.ed/
https://x.com/SaoltaEd
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4#targets_and_indicators


saolta.ed

What does Quality Education mean?
The UN explains its fourth

Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) is “to ensure inclusive

and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning

opportunities for all.” 
(Concern Worldwide, 2024)

“Quality education is the most
important of all the SDGs because
it is the goal that underpins each

of the other sustainable
development goals.”

(Aontas, 2024)

Education is a human right.
It is fundamental to

individual wellbeing, to
sustainable development

and to social cohesion.
(Irish Aid, 2025)

 Community learning can also be outside the
formal education sector and not seek certification.

It aims to enhance learning and empower people
who will contribute to society. The adult education

sector in Ireland and has the capacity to reach
marginalized people in disadvantaged

communities.
(CETB, 2024)

Education is one of the most fundamental and
important activities in any society. For individuals,

quality education enables the development of
intellectual, social and cultural potential. 

Is gné ríthábhachtach i measc pobail ar bith é an t-
oideachas. Cuireann ardchaighdeán oideachais ar

chumas daoine a n-acmhainn intleachtúil, sóisialta
agus cultúrtha a fhorbairt.

(Maynooth University, 2025)
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(cso.ie, 2024)

Key Findings
In 2024, 65% of 25- to 34-year-olds held a third level qualification, similar to
the rate for 35- 44-year-olds (61%).

Almost two-thirds of adults (64%) aged 25 to 34 years, participated in lifelong
learning in 2022, compared with one-third (35%) of people aged 55 to 69
years, in 2022.

The retention rate of pupils sitting the Junior Certificate was 97.6%, for those
who started secondary education in 2016 (2016 Cohort). The Leaving
Certificate retention rate was 91.7%.

Over 91% of three- to four-year-olds were enrolled in the early years sector in
2022/23, up from 83.5% two years previously.

Nearly four-fifths (78%) of early years educators working with groups of three-
to five-year-olds in 2021 had a qualification at level 6 or higher, while it was
three-fifths (60%) of early years educators for the younger age groups.

Ireland's UN SDGs - Goal 4 Quality Education
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https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-sdg3/irelandsunsdgs-goal3goodhealthandwell-being2024/
https://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p-sdg4/irelandsunsdgs-goal4qualityeducation2024/


saolta.ed

(Ireland.ie,
2021)

(Hyland et al., 2022)

(ISB, 2020)

CONSTITUTION OF IRELAND
Article 42

Minister for Education and Youth
Minister 

Helen McEntee
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-education/

Minister for Further and Higher
Education, Research, Innovation and

Science

James Lawless
https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-higher-education-innovation-and-

science/

Update of new Government
appointments 

in Education
 2025

(Walsh, 2016)
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https://www.gov.ie/en/organisation/department-of-education/
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Irelands performance 
Sustainable Development Report 2024

SDG 4 

(SDSN, 2024)

The European Commision: 
European Education Area - Strategic Framework

Strategic framework
 Seven targets

Peer learning methods
Education and Training Monitor
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https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/static/profiles/pdfs/SDR-2024-ireland.pdf
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/static/profiles/pdfs/SDR-2024-ireland.pdf
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/static/profiles/pdfs/SDR-2024-ireland.pdf
https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/static/profiles/pdfs/SDR-2024-ireland.pdf


saolta.ed

A substantial number of teachers are not
trained according to minimum standards in

their country

Global upper secondary school completion
growth slows yet Eastern and South-Eastern

Asia displays remarkable progress

Progress towards Goal 4 has been slow since
2015, with only 58 per cent of students

worldwide achieving a minimum proficiency in
reading by 2019. 

Many countries face challenges such as
inadequate education infrastructure, teacher

shortages and insufficient teacher training. While
technology has expanded educational

opportunities, it has also widened inequalities,
leaving millions of people, especially in

marginalized and low-income communities,
without access to education.

COVID-19 and other factors have exacerbated
declines in reading and mathematics

An urgent need for enhanced climate change
and sustainability education and teacher

training

Universal pre-primary education is hindered
by inadequate legal guarantees and financial

barriers

Lags in basic services in schools continue to
marginalize girls and students with disabilities

To meet national 2030 education targets,
which have been scaled back compared to the

original Goal 4 targets, countries must annually
enrol 1.4 million children in early childhood

education, admit a new child to school every 2
seconds until 2030 and triple annual progress

in primary completion rates
(UNDESA, 2024)

Global Statistics SDG 4
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/Goal-04/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2024/Goal-04/
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SD
G 4 Embedding GCE in ACEInternational day 

of
 Education 

2025

(UN, 2025)

UNESCO in action: 
Education highlights in 2024

(UNESCO, 2025)

SDG Knowledge Hub 
Goal 4 – Quality Education

SDG Knowledge Hub 

Resources

Development
Education.ie

51 Resources for SDG 4 (IISD, 2025)

(Gov.ie, 2023)

EDUCATION FOR
SOCIAL CHANGE:

PERSPECTIVES ON
GLOBAL LEARNING

(Douglas, 2022)
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https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/article-pdfs/12%20Briskman%20Review%20Issue%2034%20Formatted.pdf
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