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What does Gender Equality mean?

Why gender equality? Gender inequality is

globally the most common form of inequality

and remains a major obstacle to the

eradication of poverty.

(Concern Worldwide, 2025)

“All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights” and that “everyone is entitled

to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this
Declaration, without distinction of any kind,

such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, …
birth or other status.”

(UN, 2025)

Supporting gender equality is central to Ireland’s

development partnerships. We take a twin track

approach to progressing gender equality.

Mainstreaming gender equality is a part of all our

work across our interventions and foreign policy.

(Irish Aid, 2025)What is the gender equality in Ireland?
Most room for improvement. Gender inequalities in
Ireland are pronounced in the domain of work (76.4

points), in which the country ranks 12th. Since 2020,
Ireland's score has stagnated (– 0.1 points), resulting
in a drop of six places in the ranking for this domain,

due to slower progress than in other EU countries

(EIGE, 2023)

 Gender equality in education is about much
more than parity in access. Education spaces

are central to communities and have the
potential to teach critical thinking and

challenge gender norms to create future
generations where gender inequalities are

eliminated. 
(GPE, 2023)
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(cso.ie, 2024)

Ireland's UN SDGs - Gender Equality

Key Findings
The Gender Pay Gap (GPG) in Ireland for 2022 was 9.6% i.e the average man
earned 9.6% more than the average woman. 

Just under two in six (31%) of working women work part-time, compared with
just under one in six (14%) of men.

While women account for just under two in four of all employments (49%),
only one in four (25%) of employments in the top 1% of earnings are held by
women.

Ireland ranks 5th for men and 15th for women for average life expectancy
across Europe.

In 2021, Ireland ranked 9th in Europe on the Gender Equality Index, down two
places from 7th in 2020.

As of 2021, less than one in four (22%) of Government ministers were women,
while almost two in four (46%) of the members of state boards were women. 

(cso.ie, 2020)
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(UNDESA, 2024)

Global Statistics SDG5

(UNWomen, 2024)
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Minister for Children, Disability and
Equality

Norma Foley
https://www.gov.ie/en/biography/089e0-norma-foley/

Minister of State with responsibility
for Disability

Hildegarde Naughton
https://www.gov.ie/en/biography/24042-hildegarde-naughton/

 Government appointments
for Children, Disability and

Equality
 2025

ARTICLE 40: 
Constitution of Ireland
Equality before the law

All citizens shall be held equal before the law
(Article 40.1 of the Constitution). This means

that the State cannot unjustly, unreasonably or
arbitrarily discriminate between citizens. 

You cannot be treated as inferior or superior to
any other person in society simply because of
your human attributes or your ethnic, racial,

social or religious background.

However, when the State is making laws, it may
consider differences of capacity and of social

function between individuals in society.

(Citizens information.ie, 2025)

Gender Equality: 
National Policy and Strategies

Gender equality is promoted and advanced in Ireland
under a whole-of-government policy framework

provided by the National Strategy for Women and Girls
2017-2020 (NSWG), which has been extended for a

further year to end 2021. 

The Strategy reflects the priorities of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and, following the
National Plan for Women 2002 and the National

Women's Strategy 2007-2016, is the latest policy
framework adopted to support Ireland’s

implementation of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action.

In the 2020 Programme for Government, “Our Shared
Future”, the government has committed to developing
and implementing a new Strategy for Women and Girls.

(DCEDIY, 2024)
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(ESDR, 2025)

(SJI, 2025)

Gender Equality Index 2024:
 Introducing the latest Gender Equality Index 

thematic focus: a vital reminder to end violence against women
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SD
G 5 Embedding GCE in ACE

(Harvey  & Safier, 2021)

(FES, 2021)

(Womens history association, 2025)

(UNWomen, 2024)

(E
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023)

SDG Knowledge Hub 
Goal 5 – Gender Equality SDG

Knowledge Hub 

Resources

Development
Education.ie

48 Resources for SDG 5 (IISD, 2025)

(W
om

en's Aid, 2024)

(UN Women, 2024)
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