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Over the past decade Ireland’s economic growth has j}

'.
been characterised by increases in the number ;

Goal 9 - Industry, Innovation
and Infrastructure

Average Distance to Main Road Manufacturing Value Added, Manufacturing Employment as a % of
Network at Electoral Division, 2016 2020 (SDG 9.2.1) All Employment, Q1 2021 (SDG 9.2.2)
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firms?
How do we maintain an attractive business
environment for high productivity exporting firms (both

Irish owned and otherwise)? B
(Cso.ie, 2023)

€802m

Gross Expenditure

€4,373m
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Health:

Underfunding and capacity
constraints in the healthcare

system result in SDG Q Snapshots

overcrowding, long waiting

lists, and difficulty accessing Ireland
specialized services.

(Timoney & Conroy , 2024)

Long Lead Times:

Many infrastructure projects in
Ireland face lengthy timelines
from planning to completion,
often taking double the time

they did in the recent past.
This delays the delivery of
essential services and increases
project costs.
Transport: (Doyle, 2025)
Insufficient investment in
transport infrastructure,
including roads, public
transport, and public
transportation options in rural
areas, leads to congestion,
increased travel times, and
limited accessibility.
(Timoney & Conroy , 2024)

Housing:
A significant undersupply of
housing, especially social and

affordable housing, is a
major concern, with waiting
lists exceeding the number
of planned homes.

(SJI, 2025)

Ireland has major deficits in
public infrastructure due to
underfunding, short-term
planning, and a lack of vision.
New approaches are required to
ensure long-term planning,
coordination with spatial and
urban policy,
(Dublin Chamber, 2025)
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Government Departments with responsibility for Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

— | |
Government Department of Enterprise,_
Trade and Employment (DETE) 2025

Ministers with responsibilities

Peter Burke
Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment

Niamh Smyth
Minister of State for Trade Promotion, Artificial Intelligence
and Digital Transformation

Alan Dillon
Minister of State for Small Businesses and Retall

(DETE, 2025)
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Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public

Service Reform and Digitalisation

Ministers with responsibilities

Jack Chambers
Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service

Reform and Digitalisation

Kevin 'Boxer' Moran

Minister of State with responsibility for the Office of Public Works

Emer Higgins
Minister of State at the Department of Public Procurement,
Digitalisation and eGovernment

(Gov.ie, 2025)
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Sustainable Development Goal 9
Transforming our world: A cooperative 2030 Cooperative contributions to SDG 9
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Cooperatives play a key Promote social innovations Cooperatives promote -
role in using collective [ contributing to safeguard biodiversity, innovative market ’ E i‘
action the environment and culture. solutions - |
'I-'.'I.r' L - II| g
: - : SDG 9 and Cooperatives:
Links: SDGs and CO-OPs : . :
: : : Cooperatives, by their nature, often contribute to SDG Bottom up Approach:
SDG 9 is closely linked to the cooperative model . : N . : : :
: : e 9 by building local infrastructure, promoting inclusive Cooperatives in rural areas have a fundamental role
through its emphasis on resilient infrastructure, : : : : : . . : : :
. . e . and sustainable industrial practices, and fostering In enabling basic services and infrastructure as the
sustainable industrialization, and fostering . . Iy . i "
nnovation innovation within their communities. . key precondition for small-scale food producers to
: access inclusive and equitable markets.
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WORLD'S
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LESSON

PRACTICAL GUIDE TO i
DATA STORYTELLING

in Voluntary National Reviews
and SDG Reporting

Shaping smart cities of all sizes

United Mations Statistics Division

October 2022 1
3 . -4 Proceedings of the 4th OECD Roundtable on Sman Cities
% L and Inclusrve Growth (17 September 2024)
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