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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ova25ksgG0
https://developmentperspectives.ie/ResourcesPDFS/Stepping stones for SDGs.pdf
https://developmentperspectives.ie/ResourcesPDFS/Understanding-the-SDGs.pdf
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https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/global-energy-related-co2-emissions-hit-record-high-2023-iea-2024-03-01/#:~:text=Global%20emissions%20from%20energy%20rose,which%20was%201.3%25%20in%202022
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal13
https://www.concern.net/news/climate-change-facts-and-figures


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-eurostat-news/w/ddn-20240214-1#:~:text=In%20the%20third%20quarter%20of,of%20CO2%2Deq)._


Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) 
emissions

The majority of which 
are Carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions.

Global 
temperature 

level

Natural 
disasters

•

•

•

•

https://www.unep.org/topics/climate-action
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/15234730/15242025/KS-09-22-019-EN-N.pdf/a2be16e4-b925-f109-563c-f94ae09f5436?t=1667397761499
https://www.climateaction.org/news/irena-off-grid-sector-emerges-to-plug-energy-access-gaps
https://www.climateaction.org/news/irena-off-grid-sector-emerges-to-plug-energy-access-gaps
https://climateactiontracker.org/


Despite some progress, Ireland was still ranked quite low on environmental element of the 2023 Sustainable 
Progress Index, scoring 9th out of the 14 EU countries represented. Find out more here.

• Ireland’s production of waste is one of the highest while the recycling rate is one of the lowest, furthermore, 
Ireland’s production of greenhouse gas emissions is well above the EU average and Ireland will have great 
difficulty meeting the EU’s commitment to reduce GHG emissions by 50% by 2030 (read more here).

• Ironically, Ireland may have been the first country to divest from fossil fuels (read more here). But more than 
70% of the energy in Ireland still comes from burning fossil fuels – in the SEAI report this figure is more than 
85%! To see what types of energy are consumed in Ireland, and to have a look at  trends, visit the SEAI website 

here.
• Check out Ireland’s Climate Action Plan 2023 (CAP23) that outlines steps Ireland will take towards halving 

emissions by 2030, and approaching net zero by 2025.

• Read more about the different (and at times surprising) ways climate change could and will affect Ireland in this 
Irish Times Article!

• More information and resources on Ireland and climate change can be found on the website of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Especially EPA’s 2022 report on Climate change in the Irish Mind. The 
Irish population is herein categorized as either alarmed, concerned, cautious and doubtful regarding climate 
change.

https://www.socialjustice.ie/system/files/file-uploads/2024-02/Sustainable Progress Index 2024 Web Version.pdf
https://www.socialjustice.ie/system/files/file-uploads/2022-02/2022-02-16-sustainable-progress-index-2022-web-final_0.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/ireland-s-carbon-emissions-decline-by-almost-6-in-2020-due-to-pandemic-1.4470387
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/12/ireland-becomes-worlds-first-country-to-divest-from-fossil-fuels
https://www.seai.ie/data-and-insights/seai-statistics/key-publications/energy-in-ireland/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/7bd8c-climate-action-plan-2023/
https://www.irishtimes.com/environment/climate-crisis/2022/11/10/the-subtle-danger-climate-change-poses-to-ireland/
https://www.epa.ie/environment-and-you/climate-change/
https://www.epa.ie/publications/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/climate-changes-four-irelands.php


Further resources

In addition to the above, here are some useful links for deeper and more focused insights into Climate Change and 
Climate Action:

• Website: check out NASA’s interactive ‘Climate Time Machine’ to se how some of the earth’s key climate 
indicators are changing over time!

• Article: 11 Things you need to know about Climate Change- any new insights?

• Video: what causes climate change? Watch this short video, ‘We are the Problem and the Solution’!

• Tool: Digital Storytelling in the Age of Climate Change – Training Cards can be found here.

• If you want to delve deeper into the topic, Climate Change Committee has put together a great list of websites 
and resources.

• Some resources for actively taking climate action can be found here, on Friends of the Earth’s campaign 
website!

• For and Irish perspective, watch Trócaire’s short documentary: ‘A Drop in the Ocean, Ireland and Climate 
Change’ for a good first impression of Ireland and SDG13 (available here).

https://climate.nasa.gov/interactives/climate-time-machine/
https://www.conservation.org/stories/11-climate-change-facts-you-need-to-know
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-D_Np-3dVBQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9amW6J-WIkrWU01enZsR09FVGc/view?resourcekey=0-_r2ZZqnVQHpJ5f0Mk_xofw
https://www.theccc.org.uk/what-is-climate-change/useful-resources/
https://groups.friendsoftheearth.uk/resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTz8xjL6g3E


Focus 1: Fuel Divestment

What is it? The global movement or fossil fuel divestment is asking institutions to move their money out of oil and 
gas companies for both moral and financial reasons. The UN are calling for a fair and urgent transformation to a 
fossil-free energy system by 2030.

Why? Greenhouse Gases (GHG)

Greenhouse Gases occur naturally. But after more than a century and a half of industrialization, deforestation and 
large scale agriculture, quantities of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere have risen to record levels not seen in 
three million years.

There are some basic well-established scientific links:

The concentration of GHG in the earth’s atmosphere is directly linked to the average global temperature on Earth;

The concentration has been rising steadily, and mean global temperatures along with it, since the time of the 
Industrial Revolution.

The most abundant GHG, accounting for about two-thirds of GHGs, carbon dioxide (CO2), largely the product of 
burning fossil fuels.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWBGbAZlpRU
https://gofossilfree.org/
https://ieefa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Divestment-from-Fossil-Fuels_The-Financial-Case_July-2018.pdf
https://www.politico.eu/article/gas-crisis-germany-nuclear-power-debate/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2022/10/12/greta-thunberg-on-nuclear-and-why-its-completely-insane-we-arent-talking-about-energy-savi
https://gofossilfree.org/videos/


about:blank
https://ourworldindata.org/greenhouse-gas-emissions-food
https://www.earthday.org/un-report-plant-based-diets-provide-major-opportunities-to-address-climate-crisis/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--assessment/climate-change/ghg/latest-emissions-data/
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/science/climate-issues/food
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/sep/13/meat-greenhouses-gases-food-production-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-your-impact-on-earth
https://www.onegreenplanet.org/animalsandnature/factory-farming-is-killing-the-environment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD3sS743XHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD3sS743XHw
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720328709?via%3Dihub
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/how-small-changes-to-our-diet-can-benefit-the-planet
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/04/uk-health-professions-call-for-climate-tax-on-meat
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https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-convention/what-is-the-united-nations-framework-convention-on-climate-change
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/topics/climate-change_en
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/citizens/citizen-support-climate-action_en
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https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/un-climate-change-conference-united-arab-emirates-nov/dec-2023/about-cop-28
https://unfccc.int/topics/global-stocktake/about-the-global-stocktake/why-the-global-stocktake-is-important-for-climate-action-this-decade
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/documents/636608
https://unfccc.int/news/cop28-agreement-signals-beginning-of-the-end-of-the-fossil-fuel-era
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https://kickbigpollutersout.org/articles/release-record-number-fossil-fuel-lobbyists-attend-cop28
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://drive.google.com/file/d/1LlvB_0XuAqa_EJMvBwxbZDYJ7JjpEBpy/view?usp%3Dshare_link%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1716826615003900%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3Du-sYESiWcVwhs4OCtDg3&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1716826615023114&usg=AOvVaw0U0RSPw2qUNqfJHgaFy98u
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.canva.com/design/DAGCxOymNtU/_Wbx8ul3qEUhHOQ-c0lJSA/view?utm_content%3DDAGCxOymNtU%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink%26utm_source%3Deditor#20%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1716826615004128%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2TiQWBx7YB_zP-erF87QUf&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1716826615023175&usg=AOvVaw0pU6WO1p00e4GDK6aPMZY9
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://www.climateplay.org/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1716826615004420%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw3JTftqh5Mwbttttm9KL0_C&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1716826615023266&usg=AOvVaw1qBFI8KoGt79Lhrlkugomd
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/79659-climate-action-plan-2024/
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https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q%3Dhttps://spunout.ie/life/climate/what-is-energy-poverty/%26amp;sa%3DD%26amp;source%3Deditors%26amp;ust%3D1716827273226122%26amp;usg%3DAOvVaw2j_IDsW5lv3JUZRReCUwBy&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1716827273246216&usg=AOvVaw10IPuCvX6pHOGHPg5tKxji
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https://www.tasc.ie/assets/files/pdf/fair-clare_socio-economic-rights-a-just-transition-in-clare-final-pdf_-_final_2.pdf
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https://www.exchangetheworld.info/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYTE1wPOuAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYTE1wPOuAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8IO6Y5baPO0
https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change
https://www.facebook.com/fffIreland/
https://extinctionrebellionireland.com/
https://www.stopclimatechaos.ie/
https://www.un.org/en/actnow
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/4d55b-sd-test-climate-action-what-can-i-do/
https://developmentperspectives.ie/blog/ExChange-The-World:-Climate-Action
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This publication is funded by Irish Aid at the Department of Foreign Affairs. Irish Aid is the Government’s overseas development programme which supports partners working in some of the world’s poorest countries. Irish Aid 
also supports global citizenship education in Ireland to encourage learning and public engagement with global issues. The content of this communication represents the views of the author only and does not necessarily 
represent or reflect DFA policy.

http://www.instagram.com/devperspectives
http://www.instagram.com/devperspectives
http://www.twitter.com/devperspectives
http://www.twitter.com/devperspectives
http://www.facebook.com/developmentperspectives
http://www.facebook.com/developmentperspectives

